February Forecast Released

Thursday saw the release of the 2020 February Budget and Economic Forecast, showing a budget surplus of more than $1.5 billion for the remainder of the current biennium. This is an increase of $181 million from the November forecast. The February forecast is the final forecast prior to the end of the legislative session, and therefore, these projections will guide the Legislature’s decisions regarding budgeting in 2020.


House and Senate Committees Consider Broadband Funding Boost

Committees in both the House and Senate considered legislation (S.F. 3049, Draheim/ H.F. 3029, Ecklund) that would allocate $30 million per year for the state’s Border-to-Border Broadband Grant program. If successful, this would be the first time that the program was included in the base budget. Several organizations submitted letters of support, citing the importance of adequate broadband access for economic development, local governments, schools and communities.


House Gets Busy

The House of Representatives began debating, and passing, high-profile legislation on the floor. Wednesday brought passage of H.F. 3100, Rep. Michael Howard, which would create an emergency insulin assistance program. The following evening brought House passage of two gun control bills, which both passed despite bi-partisan opposition. Votes on paid family leave and safe and sick time bills, which had originally been planned for votes last week, are expected soon.


Coronavirus 

Need we say more? Coronavirus (COVID-19) has been in the news everywhere lately, and for good reason. It is wreaking havoc on the stock market and causing fear for many. Implications for government could be great, likely affecting both tax revenues and expenditures. We may see a Legislature less likely to spend all of the money projected in the February forecast, in order to deal with unexpected expenses due to COVID-19.


Feel the Bern? Or Klo-mentum?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minnesota finally gets to vote on Tuesday. It has been decades since Minnesota held a Presidential Primary election, previously opting for a straw ballot poll during precinct caucuses. However, Minnesota will join 13 other states in voting on Super Tuesday, when one-third of the delegates will be chosen. Four years ago, Sen. Bernie Sanders won Minnesota, but will he be able to beat Minnesota’s own, Sen. Amy Klobuchar?
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